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PREFACE.

THERE is so much, in the following pages, likely to
offend conventional theories as to what is possible,
or credible, that I look forward very confidently
to the mockery with which the narrative will be
assailed by writers who assume the resources of
Nature confined within the limits of their own
experience, and the powers to which humanity can
attain, measured by the standard of a college exam-
ination, All around us, even in London, and at
the present day, psychic phenomena that transcend
this view of things are of constant occurrence, and
lie within the personal knowledge of hundreds of
people, — we might say of thousands, taking the
whole country into account. Large groups and
societies of such people meet together and laugh,
or grieve, as the case may be, over the perversity
of the ignorant multitude who vainly and foolishly
imagine themselves the vanguard of civilisation and
culture, while scornfully holding aloof from the
knowledge which, though but just dawning on our
generation, is manifestly, for all who can appre-
ciate it, the most sublime to which human intelli-
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gence can be directed. The scornful attitude may
spring from various characteristics all but too
widely diffused in our age—from dense materialism
which cannot conceive of consciousness as anything
but a function of the flesh and blood in which all
its dreams of pleasure or apprehensions of pain
are centred; from <a prostration of the intellect
before the achievements of physical science, very
charming of course in their own limited way;
or from an ignoble preference for swimming with
the stream as compared with facing vulgar ridicule
and obloquy, and a worldly desire to shout always
with the largest crowd. But in joyously maintain-
ing their superiority by reviling the representatives
of the psychic camp, exponents of orthodox in-
“credulity seem to overlook one reflection which
ought nevertheless, one would say, to present itself
to their minds. Though they evade the ridicule of
the majority, how profoundly absurd their attitude
must seem to the minority who enjoy personal cog-
nisance of the truth of that at which they jeer!

And as the occult revelation progresses, the
jeerers plunge more and more deeply into the mire.
They fall more and more heavily in debt to ad-
vancing knowledge; and their final bankruptcy is
plainly destined to be all the more humiliating. At
first they were merely called upon to face the fact
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In September 2016, after a careful analysis of the state of the
esoteric movement worldwide, a group of students decided to
form the Independent Lodge of Theosophists. Two of the
priorities adopted by the ILT are learning from the past and
building a better future.
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On the role of the esoteric movement in the ethical awakening
of mankind during the 21st century, see the book “The Fire and
Light of Theosophical Literature”, by Carlos Cardoso
Aveline.

Carlos Cardoso Aveline

The Fire and Light of
Theosophical Literature

Preparing the Victory of Truth Over
Tllusion in the Soul of Esoteric Movement

®¥®

The Aquarian Theosophist

Published in 2013 by The Aquarian Theosophist, the volume
has 255 pages and can be obtained through Amazon Books.
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