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John Garrigues started the ULT Day Letters in 1931 
 

 
A 2017 Editorial Note: 
 

The historical experience of the ULT is a source of inspiration for the Independent Lodge of 
Theosophists.  
 
During 80 years, around 25th of June the United Lodge of Theosophists sent via air mail from 
Los Angeles a message to its associates and friends all over the world. John Garrigues was the 
main editor and author of these ULT Day letters from their beginning, in 1931, up to his death 
in 1944. 
 
The yearly letters went on until 2011, when they ceased to circulate due to circumstances 
related to the Law of Cycles.  
 
In 2015 we published this collection of 29 ULT Day Letters, from 1931 through 1960. 
Twenty-nine years make one cycle of Saturn. [1]  
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The present compilation constitutes a rare and unique document of 64 pp. on the History of 
the theosophical mission. It shows key moments of its evolution across the 20th century, 
including the years of World War II.  
 
While in the 21st century the theosophical movement is renewing itself, one must take into 
consideration these insightful words in the ULT Letter of the year 2001: 
 
“The United Lodge of Theosophists began as a radical idea. It sought to provide a basis for 
students and inquirers to gather together to study and promulgate Theosophy, without having 
to worry about organization and structure, or elections and officers - the ‘personality’ of the 
world. (..…) The ULT idea had merit, and the number of associates and Lodges gradually 
grew, several magazines were started and the original Theosophical literature brought back 
into print. (….) However, the natural growth of ULT slowed at about the mid-point of the 
Twentieth Century, and while the work and magazines were continued by capable and 
devoted people, fewer new associates became involved.” [2] 
 
“Mid-point” of twentieth century can be seen as an indirect reference to the death of John 
Garrigues in 1944. His absence was a loss and changed the historical trend.   
 
The natural cycle of Karma went on: the magazine “Theosophy”, which had been inaugurated 
by Robert Crosbie and John Garrigues in 1912, stopped being published by 2007. The yearly 
ULT Letters ended in 2011.  
 
The Independent Lodge of Theosophists was founded in September 2016, some 107 years 
after the ULT was established in February 1909.  The cycle of 107 years is mentioned in “The 
Mahatma Letters” (TUP edition, p. 272).  
 
Seven pioneers found the ULT in 1909. [3] Nine students created the Independent Lodge in 
2016. The renewal of the theosophical movement is deep: everything is not visible or self-
conscious in such a change. Gradually the movement creates new tools and ways to work. 
The original lines defined by the inner Founders, however, were established to endure.   
 
The real movement remains the same - only more experienced. As the theosophical 
associations search for truth and get rid of illusions [4], they develop discernment between 
right and wrong. This unavoidable task paves the way to lasting victories. 
 
(Carlos Cardoso Aveline) 
 

NOTES: 
 
[1] We received the valuable collection in April 2007 from friends in the Los Angeles ULT. The 
originals belonged to Mr. William Dallas TenBroeck (1922-2006). Unfortunately, page two of the 
1940 letter is missing. 
 
[2] See “The ULT Letter - 2001” in our associated websites.   
 
[3] See the letter for 1944 in the present compilation: there were only seven people in the founding 
meeting of the ULT, on 18 February 1909.  
 
[4] One can read in the Letter for 1932: “Pseudo-theosophy and pseudo-Theosophists have at all times 
wrought havoc to the movement by deceiving and misleading the sincere but unwary.” Among the 
most remarkable letters in the collection are those of 1934, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1957 and 1960.  
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[ Page two of the ULT Letter for 1940 is missing.] 
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000 
 

The end of “The ULT Day Letters, 1931-1960”. 
 
000 
  

On the role of the esoteric movement in the ethical awakening  
of mankind during the 21st century, see the book “The Fire and  
Light of Theosophical Literature”, by Carlos Cardoso Aveline.   
  

 
  

Published in 2013 by The Aquarian Theosophist, the  
volume has 255 pages and can be obtained through Amazon Books. 
  
000 
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